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PROLOGUE: 


T has been a receiv'd Cuſtom for Authors 
in the Dramatick Way to have ſome 
Poetical Friend touſher intheir Writings. 
I have indeed ſeveral Rhymers of my 

Acquaintance, but not one Poet, I have 

invok'd the Muſes myſelf, but withour Suc- 

ceſs. I am not acqyainted' with Mr. Pope; 
or if I was, Why, Be is grown dull and de- 
clining, and become only a petty Retailer 


under his Maſter Horag. As to Stephen 


Duck, the Corn is all threſh'd out of his 
Barn; nor can The Four Seaſons be of any 


Service to me. I was thinking with myſelf, 
it would be proper to make my Suit to The 


Laureat; but I was advis d to the contrary, 


being aſſur'd, that he was poſſeſs d but of one 


Talent, which he hid in the Earth, and 
labour d hard to dig it out once a Year, to 
ſhow his Maſter he had not improv'd it, 


Some of my Friends advis'd me to have my 
Farce perus d by The Honeft Yorkſhire-man 


but others again ſaid, his Recommendation 
' A2 would 


. 

would do me more harm than good; for 
that all his Brains were ſwallow'd up alive 
by The Dragon of Wantley, with the Chil- 
drens Bread and Butter. Some faid, that 
The Toy-Shop would be a proper Place to 
ſeek for a Patron ; but I was credibly in- 
form'd, there were nothing. but Trifles left ; 
for that 'the Maſter of it had pawn'd his 
' laſt Valuable at Mansfield, when he ſent The 
Miller empty-headed to Court. Then it 
came into my Noddle, that ſome fair Lady 
would be very proper to protect my Labours. 
But alas! not having either Tinſel or Lace 
upon my Clothes, I never had the Happineſs 
to be acquainted with a Lady of Quality. 


And I ſhould make as awkward a Figure in 


a Dedication, as a Fellow of a College would 
do at a Ball, or in making Love to a pretty 
Gitl. T have no Acceſs to any Nobleman to 
patronize' my Performance ; or if J had, I 
am told I might unluckily chuſe one whoſe 


Patronage would become a Bear Garden © 


much better than a Farce. 


Thus I was quite at my Wit's end, not 
knowing which Way to take, eſpecially 


when I was inform'd, that nothing would 
pleaſe the Town, but ſevere Satire, Bawdy, 
or ſome very ſmart political Piece As to the 
firſt, I was a little afraid, leſt I ſhould have my 
Bones broke | 
and Politicks are above my reach. — Under 
theſe Difficulties I began to reviſe my Farce 4 
| | | | an 


Bawdy I think ſcandalous; 


Py 


1 
and concluded within myſelf, that it ſhould 
be Satire; for I was heartily deſirous of wri- 
ting ſomerhing to pleaſe, It ſeems however 
a little ſtrange, that I ſhould have the Aſſu- 
rance to publiſh this rough-hewn Piece in ſuch 
a poliſh'd Age, without the Patronage of ſome 
great Man, or the Knowledge of Mr. Pope —- 
But great is the Srength of Imagination, as 
ſome of our learned Phyſicians allow 
Publiſh'd it muſt be And this I have to 
ſay in my Defence, That it is ſpan and ſpeck 
new; for I am told any thing new will pleaſe. 
And I declare, upon the Word and Honour 
of an Author, that never was ſuch a Farce 
wrote before, and I verily believe never will 
again; for it is an indiſputable Original, I 
have neither borrow?d, nor copy'd I 
don't intend to introduce it on the Stage; there- 
fore I give myſelf no Concern, about its being 
licenſed, which is a great Satisfaction to me; 
for I dread the Thoughts of having my 
Works go through the Hands of Mr, Odell; 
tho' he is an old Friend I would not have 
you deſirous of knowing the Author; for I 
do aſſure you, he is no great Man at preſent, 
whatever he may be for the future; nor is he 
abſolutely free from the Conceit of all Au- 
thors. You may perhaps expect the Reaſons 
which induced me to publiſh this Farce 


Why, I have for ſome time paſt had a good 
Opinion of myſelf, expecting one time or 
other to be a great Man; and I have been 

T1 very 
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me to improve my natural Abilities 
therefore apply'd myſelf diligently to peruſe 
"the Hiſtory of 


hom Footmen 
of Preferment———and reſted myſelf con- 


TN 


very much encourag 'd by my Mother, and 


ſeveral other old Women of her Acquaintance, 


who have often told me, I had a very long 


Head; and that I was fit to make a Counſel... 


lor—I think this Encouragement enough for 
4 


land : and after many 
Houts hard Study, I found out that Cardinal 
Wolſey was the = of a Butcher -Lord 
Cromwell was the Son of a Black-Smith ; and 
Jam the Son of a — I don't 2 a. 
Whore, for tho? I am an Author, I'm 

Baſtard, my Father wasa Freeman of * 


and 1 Was born in Wedlock My Mother 


was cunning enough not to have — Children 
Baſtards by Law Being thus honoura- 
deſcended, and made ſuch wonderful great. 
Improvements, I began now to think it time 


I ſhould make my Appearance in the 


World — The firſt Step I took, was to 


| fee the King go to the Parliament-houſe, in 


Capacity, only as one af the Mob; but after 


having ſurmounted innumerable Difficulties, 


T at laſt arciv'd at the Honour of drinking a 
Pot of Porter with one of Sir Robert Walpole's 
I bad now got into the Way 


rented In Proceſs of Time, I acquired 
a Fortune ſufficient to entitle me to a Show 
in Bartholemew-Fair, ; and, as Providence, 
would have Ng, who Thould come in but the 

* ik Prince 
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Prince and Princeſs of Wales. This unex- 
pected Happineſs ſet my Spirits all on float, 
and I concluded my Fortune was made 
I now began to exert myſelf. in Company, 
and ſoon had a warm Diſpute with a Chim- 
ney-Sweeper about Religion and State-Af- 
fairs was then call'd Counſellor, but my 
Adverſary had the Impudence to connect it 
with Cod's-bead, and. to fling a handful of 
Soot in my Face—The firſt Name pleas'd me. 
well ; but as to the laſt---why, I thought him 
an ignorant ſaucy Fellow, and not worth my 
Notice As to the Soot indeed, that 
was a groſs Affront but I thought it 
moſt prudent to waſh my Face——and 
then — Why he had the Aſſurance to oblige 
me with another handful——But however, I 
had this Conſolation, thar ſeveral Gentlemen 
who were Witneſſes to the Fray, ſaid I was 
much injur'd ; and that if I would fight him, 
they would ſtand by me——1 was however 
of a more pacifick Diſpoſition at that Time 
which ſo much enrag d the Gentlemen, that 
they proteſted to the Landlord, they would 
quite forſake his Houſe, if he ſuffer'd- ſuch 
a cowardly Fellow any more to talk about 
Religion or Politicks: but I being of great 
Service to my Landlord upon many urgent 
Occaſions, I now rule the Roaſt ; and all 
the Company which are left, muſt agree to 
every thing I fay, right or wrong, 
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Theſe extraordinary and uncommon Ad- 
ventures of my Life, I think, are all plain 
Preſages of my future Greatneſs vou 
can't therefore be ſurpriz d, after ſuch great 
Improvements and Encouragements, that I: 
have ventur'd to introduce my Firſt-born Sa- 
tire into the World, in ſpite of Pope, or the 
Devil himſelf, afliſted by the whole Train 
of Conjurers, Wits, Sc. againſt whom, and 
all others who ſhall dare o ppaſe me as a Sa- 


tiriſt, I make a publick 8 of War, 


without the Affiſtance of Friend or Ally: 
Therefore let em all take care of Them 


fſelves. 


THE 


THE 


SCENE, Moorfields.. 


A great Crowd of People, with a confuſed 
Noiſe of, Bung your Eye. Who'll have 
a Dram? Gingerbread of the beſt ; 
Who'll have a Ha'porth ? &c. 


MOCK-PREACHER: 


: Enter the Mock-Preacher, with his D . 


and Attendants. 


Mock Preacher. Come here for the Good 
| of your Souls; and this 

I can make appear two- 

fold; firſt, by preaching ſuch Doctrine as 
I am inſpir'd with; and that you muſt all 
allow to be very good. 
| "i Secondly, 


1 ( fo ) ; . 
Secondly, Riches are Thorns and Briars 
which. obſtruct your Paſſage to Heaven ; 1 
therefore have, in Compaſſion to your poor 
Souls, put you in a Way how to remove 
'thoſe Difficulties, by giving me your Money, 
_ #obich is the Root of all Evil; and what ſig- 
nifies clipping the Branches? the Root is the 
main Point I am to conſider — Now 
where would you have found ſuch another 
as me? Chriſt himſelf was born in a Sta- 
ble. My Mother kept an Inn ; and does 
not my Birth very much repreſent his 
This indeed makes ſome People call me an 
_ Enthuſiaſt, and an ignorant. babbling Boy; 

but, . dear Fellow-Chriſtians, you may be 
well aſſured, I very cloſely adhere to every 
Text of Scripture which ſerves my Purpoſe ; 
and in this I follow the Method obſerved by 
Chriſtians of all Denominations. Now my. 
| Method is, to take care of the Mammon of 
_ Unrighteouſneſs; therefore, Fear not, little 
Flock; ſell what ye have, and give Alms, I 
prove all by Scripture- — O how will the 
pretty little Orphans in Georgia admire your 
Charity, and pray for you, when I give them 
the Money collected here? I can't tell indeed 
how long it will be, before they will have it 
all ; that, you'll allow, muſt be a Work of 
Time : for it is a great Way to Georgia, 
and who can tell but that ſome Accident or 
other may happen, to prevent my good De- 
fign? But, as it is neceſlary to guard againſt 
| Caſualties, 


— 


| (rr) 
Caſualties, I intend to leave behind me two 
Shepherds, who will take a particular Care 
of you, my dear Flock. I have inſtructed 
them in the Paths they are to tread ; and in 
my laſt Farewell, I once more remind you, 
be ſure you obſerve my Inſtructions, and 
give ALL that you have: they know how 
to apply it, as well as I do myſelf 
Lou that are very poor, but little is requir'd ; 
but your mite will be acceptable: and tho 
you, ſhould give to me, and my Deputies, 
all that you have in the World, and ſtarve 
your Children, be not afflicted; for your 
Little-ones, by having no Victuals, will the 
ſooner go to Heaven: And won't that be 
very meritorious in you, to ſend them to 
ſuch a happy Place? Obſerve therefore 
what I have ſaid to you, and be liberal to 
the Orphan-houſe, I again recommend theſe 
two young men, my Fellow-Preachers in 
the Goſpel ; and be ſure you attend them as 
much as you do me; for it is all the ſame 
betwixt us, as you will ſee in the End, 
Farewell. 


Attendants, Pray remember the Orphan- 
. houſe at Georgia. . 


(Spectators contributing, ſome Silver, 
others Halfpence and Farthings, 


B 2 SCENE 


"T3: 
SCENE changes to a Bookſeller's Shop: 


Enter the Mock-Preacher, his Deputies, 
and his particular Friend Vend. 


Moc - Preacher, to the Servant, Have there 
been any Orders concerning Georgia, or Let- 
ters left for me, ſince I went out in the 

morning? | | 
Servant, Yes, Sir, ſeveral, Here they 
are. Exit Servant. | | 
Mock- Preacher, opening one of the Letters, 
This will do A Bank-Note of 50 J. from 
an unknown Hand, (Reads. | 


Reverend Doctor, 


BE pleaſed to accept this Mite from a Wi- 
dow, who has but a ſmall Fointure to live 
en, and am left in Truſt for my Child. My 
dear Husband, God knows, was a very tender- 
hearted Man, and had a wonderful good Opi- 
nion of my Prudence. This fifty Pound is my 
only Son's; and by being thus apply'd, will un- 
doubtedly bring down God's Bleſſing upon him, 
and be the Means of his making a good Man. 
God proſper your Undertaking. 


The Woman writes well. So! Here's a 
Caſe of Conſcience. {(Reaads.) | 


Moſt 


f 


1 
Moſt hawenle Dottor NV. 22 


17 AM a pore mefirebel ſener and ſhold be 


werie glod to ba yowr adwize abut my 
caſe whuch is at thes praſand time in werie bad 
ale and 1 am Lore trublid in moind abut a 


ſbild i bod bevour i marrid whech trubles my 


conſhunce praie make a farmun abut it and 


exe my trublid mine ſo no more at thes praſant 


 yowrs tell deth mary browne 


Poor Woman! How is the World de- 
ceiv'd ? But, Si populus vult decipi, decipia- 
tur. Mr. Lend, I think the Scheme is well 
carry'd on, and ſucceeds even beyond our 
utmoſt Expectations. Who would be a poor 
Curate under a lazy Vicar, when, by taking 


a little pains to gull the Publick, I have two 


Tides of money flow in a Day? Let a 
Paragraph be ſent to the Daily Advertiſer, 
and defire em to put it in a good Place. 
Don't ſtand upon an Addition of ten or 
twenty thouſand ; but puff away briskly. 
It is by this Stratagem I have ſuch a multi- 
tude of Hearers. Now or never. There's 
nothing like ſtriking whilſt the Iron is hot. 


This Way of Preaching won't laſt long. 
Who would have thought I ſhould have ſuc- 


ceeded in this manner? What a fine Scheme 
is Religion ? by which I am well-cloath'd, 
and wear the moſt coſtly Linnen, my Per- 
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riwig of five Guineas Price, my Gold Watch; 
and all from Charity. I think I deſerve the 


Title of, King of the Beggars; for ſure never 
Was ſuch a ſucceſsful one. O the Saint of 
Glouceſter! The World may call me Cheat, 
Impoſtor, and what they pleaſe; I am on 


the right Side of the Hedge ; and let them 
laugh that win. The next thing I have to 


do, is to get ſome rich Heireſs, and then my 
| Buſineſs will be done. 


17 Deputy. I am very much afraid the 
Bait won't take much longer; T wiſh we 


mayn t be catch'd with our own Hook 


The World talks pretty freely of us; nay, 
the very Houſe we frequent is known. And 


I fear it won't do, by ſaying, We come not to 


call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, 
There are many Gravel-Pits about London, 
beſides ſtinking Ditches ; and if the Popu- 
lace ſhould turn about, I ſhall dread their 
Diſcipline. 


24 Deputy. Brother, I am not without 


Fears myſelf. If the Cheat ſhould be diſ- 


cover'd, I don't know what would become 
of us. The money collected for the Or- 
phan-houſe is much enquir'd after. I think 
a coſtly Raiment, with a fine Perriwig, and 


a Gold Watch, don't b dome a Begging- 


Preacher. 


Mock-Preacher. wh ; We you mean by 
talking 1 in this manner -H We 


=, 


(us) 

2d Deputy. I mean, that you are before- 
hand with us. You are our Captain, and 
keep all the Booty; and we muſt truſt to 
your Honour. 


| Mcck-Preacher. My Honour! What can 
you truſt to better? 

Both Deputies. Every man ought to truſt 
to himſelf, Sir, You ſeem to grow proud 
and vain, 


Vend. Pray, Gentlemen; for God's fake 
don t diſagree. 


Mocz- Preacher. Mr. Vend, 1 think you 
have no Reaſon to ſpeak. You have had Op- 


. enough of getting money by my 
orks; and if you have not made a right 
Uſe on't, that's your own Fault — I'm full 
late — Let a Coach be call'd immediately, 


or I ſhall be too late at nn 
Exeunt. 


Enter a Cobler and bis Wife. 


Cobler. And fo you muſt dance about after 
this Mock-Preacher, muſt you? and leave 
me to nurſe your Children ? 

Wife. He's a very fine man, and ſhows 
us the Way to Heaven. 

Cobler. Aye, to Heaven! I don't doubt 
bnt you have taken a Place for me there, 
long before this time, if the old * is 
true, that col to Heaven. 


Wife. 


— 8 


- — — 2 
* 2 CR 
a — 
— — . — grey 7 
_ — un 8 = Prey & 1 * 
rar i EAT . —˙ Re at 323 — 
” 


- — 0 0 * ** 
I - 
Jie frag wn 
3 „ 4a — — 
„% 


* 
„ 9x 


— 


= "> > nn Rs 2 
LIE 
e 


- p I ws 
2 —U— — —— — 2 — 9 * 
= 
* 


— 4 
——— ů A. —ů ¶ —— — 


E ; 
Wife. What, you Rogue, Do you queſtion 
my Virtue ? Do you call me Whore ? Tl 
indi& you in the Commons for't, and make 
you ſtand in a white Sheet. 

Cobler. Holt, Wife, not ſo hot ] have 
had no Dinner — You know you went tb 
Moorfields in the morning; and to Kenning- 
ton-Common at Night where you have been 
all the reſt of the Day, you know beſt— 
T have no Cole, and we have no Credit 
Have you bought any Victuals with the 
money you receiv d for ſoleing and heal- 
piecing the Pair of Shoes you carry'd home 
to-day ? „ 

Wife. T have no money. D'ye think I 
could live all Day upon nothing? I had a 
Penn'orth of Bread and Cheeſe, and a Pint 
of Drink ; and the reſt I lent to the Lord. 

Cobler. Lent to the Lord! what Lord? 
where does he live, and what's his Name ? 
Zounds! why did you lend money to a 
Lord? I have heard ſay, Lords never pay 


their Debts. 
Mie. Why, you ignorant Fool, don't 


you . underſtand me? I gave it away, for 
building the Orphan- houſe at Georgia, 
Cobler. For building a Houſe ! — And 
mult I mend old Shoes to build new Houſes ? 
You give the money away ! what muſt we 


£ do for Bread? Don't you hear your Chil. 
dren cry? An't you a taucy Jade? 


Wie, 


( 5 
Ni ife. Sirrah, don't call me Jade——An't | 
I your lawful Wife? 
Cobler. And you very unlawfully ſtarve 
mee and your Children, to feed this Mock- 
Preacher. Take that, you Slut. (Strikes 
ber, and ſhe cries out M urder.) 


Enter ſeveral of the neighbouring . omen. | 


| Women. What's the matter? what's the 
matter ? 
Wife. Why, the Rogue will murder me. 
Women. For what? for what ? 
Mie. Why, for being charitable to the 
' Mock-Preacher. 
Wemen. O the Rogue he Rogue! (The 
Women all get about him.) 
Cobler. The Dee'l take you Ad your 
 Meck-Preacher together; for he'll ſtarve us 
all. (Exit Cobler, and the Women after bim 


Leue *. ) 


SCENE changes to Kennington-Comerfon, 
The Mock-Preacher upon @ riſing Ground. 


Mocl- Preacher. Hear the Word of the 
Lord, aud be not wavering. Be charitable 
to the Poor, and confide in theſe two young 
Men, whom I have left to take care of your 
Souls in my Abſence. I am going to do 
the Work of the Lord in foreign Nations, 
among wild Indians, who perhaps may eat 

C me 
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me up alive at one Meal have taken 


a great deal of Care of the Money collected 
by your charitable Diſpoſition, In the firſt 
place, I have bought a great Quantity of 
Goods. They are ſhipp'd ; and I don't 
doubt but I ſhall diſpoſe of them to ſome 
Advantage. I am your Preacher, your Mer- 
chant, and your Banker. But what I do, 


is all in the Name of the Lord Don't 
be caſt down, or diſconſolate, when I am 


gone; for I intend to return as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, and religiouſly partake of ſome more 
of your Money. „„ . 
Tou have undoubtedly heard of my Jour- 
nal, which I ſent to London; how went to 
Gibraltar, that terrible Place; where there 
are Guns, and Swords, and Soldiers, all 
ready to, wallow up the People of Spain, 
that proud Nation Vou have, no doubt, 
heard ſtrange Talk about the Spaniards; but 
I was an Eye-witneſs to the Bravery of our 
Countrymen ; and how they talk'd, and 
walk'd about, and heard me preach ; being 
very deſirous. of receiving the Glad-tidings 
of Peace. And I told 'em, that if their Ene- 


mies ſmote them upon one Cheek, they muſt 


likewiſe turn the other; for which Doctrine 
they ſeem'd well-prepar d. I ſhall ſhortly 
go there again, or ſomewhere elſe But I 
make no queſtion, let me either ſtay at 
home, or go abroad, you are all fatisfy'd, 
I ſhall take a particular Care of your Money. 

| | [ 


8 

J muſt again recommend theſe two young 
Men, and that in a more eſpecial manner, 
| becauſe I am in hopes, upon my Account, 


vou will continue your Charities ; from which 


I have received great Benefit. Praiſed be the 
Lord! Conſider, my Chriſtian Bretheren, 
what a Happineſs i it is to lay up Treaſure in 
Heaven; for if you were to keep it your- 
ſelves, Satan might get the upper-hand of 
you, and your Money. would be the Occa- 
fion of your being ſhut out of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Therefore I am the Perſon 
who will inſtru& you, ſo to diſpoſe of your 
earthly Treaſure, that you may find it im- 
prov'd, when you get to Heaven. I am 
ſorry to ſee you grieve ſo much at my going 
to leave you ; but be of good Comfort, fol- 
low the two young Men I ſo heartily recom- 
mend to you; give 'em your Money freely, 
and in return they will give you ghoſtly Com- 
fort and Conſolation to your poor Souls. 
Farewell. 

Attendants. Pray remember the Orphan 


Houſe at Georgia. ( Spectators contribute as 
at Moor-fields. 


SCENE changes. Enter Part, Namirreb, 


and others. 


Part. This young Enthuſiaſt, Brothers, 


muſt not be ſuffer'd to go on in this Man- 
ner — 
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Namirreb. He'll draw all the People after 
him, get their Money from them, and then 
how will they be able to pay their proper Paſ- 
tors? | 

Part. Well ſpoke Brother ,— that" 8 a 
material Point,. We muſt muſter up all our 
Forces againſt him — ] have already pre- 
pared ſome Diſcourſes againſt him, it is ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould be communicated to the 
Publick. | 

Omnes, A greed—it is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary— | 

Namirreb. This young Strippling, with- 
out a ſpeedy Remedy, will cauſe as great a 
Difſention in Religion, as ever was made by: 
Mahomet ; for the World is always mad after 
ſomething new. The true Orthodox Faith 
has long ago receiv'd a terrible Shock from 
Diſſenters of various Denominations, Deiſts, 
Atheiſts, Papiſts; and at this time from the 
methodical Enthufiaſts. It is therefore ne- 
ceſſary the temporal Sword ſhould interfere, 
if Reaſon will not. The Church, in all 
Ages, has had recourſe to the State! in time 
of Danger. 

Part. There is an unrepeal'd Statute of 
Charles the Second, which forbids 1 
in Fields and upon Commons. 5 

Namirreb. The Scriptures being tranſlated 
into Engliſb, has made every ignorant Up- 
ſtart turn Preacher, and Coblers are become | 
Commentators, AL, 

Part, 
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Part. At this time it is impracticable; or 
I could wiſh the original Language had not 
been tranſlated. Religion ought to be couch'd 
under Myſteries + 
Namirreb. It is proper the Laity ſhould 
mind their temporal Affairs only, and truſt 
their Souls with us. 5 bo 
Part. But truly, now they ſay, what fig- 
nifies going to Church ? the Parſon can't 
tell us more than we know, It is but the 
ſame thing over and over again, + © 
Namirreb. Inter nos, it is true enough; 
but Truth is not to be ſpoken at all times. 
Too much Light has dazzled the Eyes of 
the Laity, and blinded their Underſtanding ; 
they ought to have the Goſpel handed to 
them in Parcels ;- for they are not capable of 
bearing the whole Weight. | gd 
Part. It fo overburdens them, that they 
eaſe their Shoulders, by flinging off all at 
once, and becoming Deiſts. 
Namirreb. Aye, Brothers, that's a melan- 
choly Truth. | 
Omnes. Well—— we will do out utmoſt. 
Part. O, Brothers, a Proteſtant Inquiſi- 
tion would be of infinite Service for the 
Puniſhment of all thoſe who dare oppoſe the 
true Orthodox Faith What a glorious 
Cauſe was loſt, when Queen Anne, of bleſſed 
and immortal Memory, was ſnatch'd away 
from us? Had ſhe liv'd, the Convocation 
would have taken theſe Affairs in hand. 


Na- 


2 


great Friend to the Proteſtant Cauſe 
but then — he clipt the Wings of Eccleſiaſ- | 


thodical Enthuſiaſm 
the Task. 


> 22 ) | 
Namirreb. True, Brother Diſſaffection 


to the Civil Power has been always ſeverely 
puniſh'd; and I ſee no Reaſon why Diſſaf · 
fection to the Church ought not to be equally 
puniſh'd, or rather more ſeverely; for one 
concerns this Life only, but the other, that 
of Life everlaſting. | 

Part. Henry the Eighth was indeed a 


tical Power. 

Namirreb. An Archbiſhop Laud, with the 
Authority of a Star-Chamber, would be of I 
great Service to the Church. | 

Part. That glorious Martyr ! How was 


he perſecuted ? 


Namirreb. That Champion i in the Cauſe 
a Religion | 

Part. And how. was he ſacrificd by Fa- 
natical Enthuſiaſm? His Memory will be 
ever dear to all Lovers of Spiritual Power. 
But, Brothers, it is convenient we ſhould 
put an immediate Stop to this modern me- 
and I will undertake 


Omnes. A glorious Cauſe! Our Prayers 
and Good-wiſhes ſhall not be wanting for 
your Succeſs. Int. 


SCENE 


(23) 
SCENE changes to a Tavern, 
Enter the Mock Preacher, the two young 


Men his Deputies who are to preach i in his Ab- | 
fence, with his Friend Vend. | 


Meck Preacher, I own I was a little t6 
blame: We ſhould not have talk'd fo loud 
We have a great many Enemies as well as 
Friends; and with this Difference, our 
Friends are for the moſt Part the Mob, who 
turn about like weather-cocks. 

Vend. I think you are very right ; we 
ought to be cool in our Councils, and not 
blow our ſelves up. 


I Deputy. It is my Opinion, the Show 
is over with us. People's Eyes begin to be 
open'd. And tho' you ſeem'd warm, Sir, 
when I told you of your fine Perriwig and 
Gold Watch; I now inſiſt upon it, you are 
wrong For, ſay the People, where 
mult theſe Things come from? Why the Or- 
phan Houſe at Georg:a. 

. 2d Deputy. If we preach any more, I / 

am afraid, that inſtead of our Plates being 

full with Money, our Faces will be plaiſter'd 

with Dirt, and our Heads broke with 
Stones. 5 

I/ Deputy. For my Parr, I had rather 
decline the 'Task The News Papers talk 


of an unrepeal'd ative of Charles the Se- 
cond 
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cond which is ſeparate from the Tolera- 
tion At—Qur Sun-ſhine ſeems to be over, 
and a Cloud of Darkneſs impending. .. | 

Mock Preacher. Why, if I ſhould be 
call'd upon for the Money collected, who 
could demand an A ?!—— I give no 


Hark! what Noiſe is that ? 
Enter 4 Conſtable and Aliants, > 
Conſtable. 'In the Name of the King, 


ſieze theſe Men; they are my Priſoners. 
Mock Preacher. O, for God's Sake, Mr. 


* Conſtable, be merciful ; let us depart in Peace, 


according to the Word, and we we will pray 
for you Night and Day. 
Conſtable I fay, in the Name of the King, 


fieze em, a Parcel of vile Fellows, Cheats, 


| Impoſtors, Diſturbers of the Pablick Peace 


and of me, who am a Peace-Officer. (Con- 
flable fings) The Tune of — 7 brough all 
tbe Employment of Life. 


The World 15 Deceit and a Bubble, 
A Farce in which all have a Part; 
Religion itſelf cauſes Trouble ; 
In Bridewell for «which you ſhall fe. 
Dear Doctor, prepare to appear, 
And give an Account of your Pelſ; 
For it 1s indiſputably clear, 
You zealouſly beg for yourſelf, 


And 


0 25 ) 
And therefore you are a Vagabond, as all 
Beggars are You ought to have been 
paſs d to your own Pariſh, if you have e'er 
a one T am a Pariſn- Officer, and 
ſurely ought to know. Beſides, Sir, I'm 
King of the Night. Come along, come a- 
long. 8 [ Exeunt Cmnes. 


Enter a Croug of People. and among them the 
Cobler and his Wife. | 


| 7 ayler. Well, I ſay the Doctor's a good 
Man yet. 

Tinker. Then why ſhould they take him 
up? 

Taylor. Why, you Fool, if al Pecos 
ſhould be taken up, that were not good, what 


d'ye think would become of ſome great 


Folks? * - 

Cobler's Wife. O the dear good Man | m 
ſure I ſhall break my Heart. (Crtes,) 
Cobler. O my poor Wife! I wiſh ſhe 
mayn't die. But if ſhe does, why — 

Wife. Why you'll get another. O you're 
a hard-hearted Man. (She ſobs.) 

Cobler. What a damn'd Plague is an over- 
righteous Wife? 

Taylor. It is a fad Thing this good Man 

ſhould ſuffer. O it is a wicked Age | 
Tinker. Well, our Betters know beſt what 
they have to do. 


D Wife. 
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Wife. Our Betters know ! Do they know —_. 


any good? 

Cobler. Take care what you ſay, Wife. 
Don't you know your Husband muſt anſwer 
for you? Suppoſe 7 ſhould be taken up. 

Mife. I don't care who's taken up, ſo the 
Doctor comes to no Harm. 

Cobler. Huzzy, hold your Tongue. 

Wife. T won't hold my Tongue. * 

Barber. The Doctor is the fineſt Man in 
the World, J fay he is. 


Cobler. You fay he is, you Cut-throat Dog, 
what do you know of the Matter? 


Wife to the Cobler. What do you chatter 
for? Go home and mind your Work, 

Cobler. Aye, work for you to give my 
Money to the Mock- Preacher. 


Barber. How. can ſhe beſtow it better, 
than to charitable Uſes ? | 


Cobler. Yes, to be ſure. But 7 think | 
Charity begins at home. 


Barber. You're a wicked Fellow, and 
ought to be well thaſh'd. | 
Cobler. You can't thraſh me. 
Barber. Speak but another word, and 7'll . 
lend you a Drive in the Munns. 
Cobler. Will you? Then take that 
(Strikes the Barber, and they go to fighting.) 
Tinker. For God's fake don't fight ! Fol- 


low the Example of our Betters. Fighting 
is out of Faſhion, 


Wife. 


(WF 
Wife. The Rogue will kill my Husband. 
(She ſcratches the Barber's Face, and the 


Mob parts them.) | 


Tinker. You are ſerv'd right enough, Mr. 
Tonſor. What Buſineſs have you between a 
Man and his Wite ? e 

Barber. J don't know——Tf Men and 
their Wives will fall out, they may fall in 


again for me. 


Tinker. Come, let's go and get a Dram, 
and make it all up. I have a Friend hard 
by, and he can help us to one. [Exeunt. 


SCENE opens, and diſcovers the Mock- 
Preacher upon his Tryal. 


Chairman. Mock Preacher, You are here 
brought before us, as you well know, for 
your preaching ; and that is a very great 

Crime; ſuch a one that Ican't tell you how 
great, very great indeed Every Body 
ought to preach in a Pulpit, that you know 
is the right Method of Preaching ; and all 
other Methods are wrong, - notwithſtanding 

ou're a Mei hodiſt. ] think you came from 

Oxford —O there has been ſtrange Doings at 
Oxford; ſuch Doings that I'm afraid will be 
the Undoing of ſome—— There has been one 
Doctor degraded ; and there has been a Nar- 
rative publiſhed ; and that Narrative has been 
taken Notice of Now I hope you were no 
ways concern'd about that Narrative I 


D 2 would 
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would not have you be a Methodiſt any 
longer, nor be over-righteous ; for being over- 
righteous is a Sin, a very great Sin indeed 
There are ſome Diſcourſes printed againſt being 
over-righteous ; and thoſe charitable People 
who are diſpos'd to give them away, may 
- have an Allowance by wholeſale; that's 
| good, very good indeed—The Bookſellers 
who printed them are pious Men, very pious 
indeed—and that you know—You are a 
| young Man, very young indeed -— Why, I 
I | havea Son as old as you; and perhaps that's 
| more than you knew before; and that Son of 
N mine is now in France to be improv'd ; and if 
[ you was to {ce him, you'd ſay he was a very 
( fine young Man I have another Son, that 
; is deſign'd for the Univerfity—but there has 
been fach ſtrange Talk about the Univerſity 
| that I believe I muſt keep him at Home, and 
[ make a Juſtice of him; for I can tell you, 
= Doctor, I believe he 1 be as wiſe as his 
: Father, and that's very wife indeed, as you 
= plataly ſee For J have all Sorts of old Acts 
of Parliament by me, as well as old Alma. 

nacks ; and you'll allow that's no ſmall Stu- 
dy I have a Bible that has been in our 
Family above an hundred Vears; and that 


you' allow is a very old Bible indeed If I 
] | was at Home, I would ſhow it you Now 
i you know you are brought before us for 
| preaching in Fields and upon Commons; and 
| that is cqutrary to a Statute in that Caſe made 


and 


. eee 
and provided It has been the Occaſion of 
anotlier Statute being broke; for there has 
been ſpirituous Liquor ſold, and that pub- 
lickly, which is fly ing in the Face of Juſtice ; 
and that you muſt well know, very well 
know indeed And all this you have been 
the Occaſion of, which is a Crime, a ve 
great Crime. indeed You have heard the 
Charge againſt you, what have you to ſay in 


Four own Defence? | 


Jury. Worſhipful Mr. Chairman, your 
Charge is good and learned, and deſerves our 
Thanks. It is our Deſire that it may be prin- 
ted. | 5 
Chairman. Gentlemen, your Requeſt ſhall - 
be comply'd with—— Your Anſwer to the 
Accuſation, Sir, — 

Preacher. Worſhipful Gentlemen, It would 
be in vain for me to deny the Accuſation I 
have preach'd in Fields and Commons; but 
this I have to fay in my Defence, I was 
deny'd the Uſe of Pulpitt——But, if you 
pleaſe, I will be heard by Council— 

. Council, My Client, Gentlemen, is ac- 
cus'd of breaking a Statute of Charles the Se- 
cond ; but I will prove the Statute is not 
broke : it is as whole as ever it was ; then if 
it is 20e, how can it be broke? Now, if a 
Stick was to be broke, then it would not be 
whole, nor the ſame Stick it was — But the 

Statute is not broke, but the ſame as ever it 

was The Indictment is wrong, Gentle- 
— | men, 
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men, two Ways; firſt Gentlemen, my Cli- 
ent has not ated againſt the Deſign of the 
Statute, which was made to prevent thoſe 
Perſons preaching in Fields who would not 
preach in a Pulpit. My Client would have 
preach'd in a Pulpit, but he was prevented ; 
therefore the Crime is to them that lock'd u 
their Pulpits Secondly, Gentlemen, the 
Indictment ought to have been laid, for acting 
againſt the Statute, and not breaking of it. I 
have made it plainly appear, the Statute is as 
whole as ever, and therefore never was broke: 
and I hope you'll find for my Client 

Chairman. Well, Gentlemen, you have 
heard what has been laid on both Sides, you 
muſt find as you think proper— 

Foreman of the Fury. We have agreed, that 
the Priſoner is guilty only of Se = eG 

and therefore we acquit him- 


Enter a great Crowd of People 
Huzza—— Huzza—Huzza—the Doctor's 


acquitted —-Huzza—Huzza—Huzza— the 
Deer for ever. OY | 


E PI- 
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ELL, now you have read The 
Farce — I ſuppoſe you take it for Sa- 
tire But take it how you will—my_ 
Deſign was, that it ſhould be an Uni verſal 
Satire Vou may perhaps be at a Loſs to 
diſcover the Plot. Aye, the Plot Why 
indeed I never had any Hand in iti — Then 
as to the Method—If 1 had obſerv'd any 
Method in my Farce, I had gone quite out 
of the Way: for it is agreed, that Metbo- 
diſts are Enthuſiaſts; and I intended to ſaty- 
rize the whole Tribe of em; and therefore I 
have a good Plea for excluding that old Pack- 
| horſe, Method—You may now very juſtly 
require to know, whether, I had any Deſign ' 
in my Farce—Know then, that I have for 
ſome time paſt been convinc'd, that this Na- . 
tion labours under a kind of contagious 
" Madneſs ; and every one in his Way claims 
Infallibility; which, Iam inform'd by private 
Letters irom Rome, at firſt created ſome Jea- 
| louſy in his Holineſs : but he has been ſince 
fatisfy'd, as I have learnt by another private 
5 $ BIG Letter 
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Letter from Paris, That Fur 11 The 


Moon have been for ſome Time ſtruggling 


among us; and that Mars was fo terribly 


frighted, that he has hid himſelf. in an Eclipſe. 
His Holineſs therefore keeps quiet, in Expec- 
tation he ſhali play a Part himſelf e er long - 


Theſe extraordinary Intelligences made me 
very anxious about the Were of my Coun- 
trymen, t | induc'd me to write this Univer- 


fo-comical-bieroglyphical Farce; in which T 


Have ſpar'd neither Friend nor Foe, not even 
De Seat of the Myfes ; and if I find all that I 
have ſaid proves abortive, I will immediately 
abſent, and leave you all ro your own Imagi- 
nations, and take my Teleſcope, to look for 


you next in the Mein. 


* 4 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, . 


Speedily will be performed in the Bolick 
and in the Mediterranean, A Tragi-Com ly, 


-xrote. by the Cardinal of Frame, the on 


of Spain, aſſiſted by the Lapland be 


for: the Benefit of eee 
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